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HOME SAFETY MERIT AWARDS 


HE HOME SAFETY CONFERENCE of the 

National Safety Council announces 
the awards for home safety programs 
conducted during the period July, 1952, 
through June, 1953. 

Merit Awards for exceptional public 
service in accident prevention 
were awarded to a total of 21 entrants. 
Four of these were for off-the-job pro- 
remainder for community 
national, state, and local. 


home 


grams, the 
type programs 

Certificates of Commendation for mer- 
itorious activity in home safety education 
were awarded to 11 entrants. Of these, 
six were off-the-job programs and _ five 
were community-type programs. 

Home Safety Merit Awards for off-the- 
job programs were awarded to the fol- 
lowing companies: 

Electro Metallurgical Co., Union Car- 
bide and Carbon Corp., Niagara Falls, 
New York: 

Electro Metallurgical Co., Union Car- 
bide and Carbon Corp., Sheffield, Ala. 

Chicago Area, Plant Department, IIli- 
nois Bell Telephone Co., Chicago, IL; 

St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Co., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The following received home safety 
Merit Awards for programs of the com- 
munity type: 

Committee on Accident Prevention, 
American Academy of Pediatrics; 

Cambridge Health Department, Cam- 
bridge, Mass.; 

Women’s Board of Children’s Hospital, 
Akron, Ohio: 


Greater Cincinnati Safety Council, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; 

Greater Los Angeles Chapter, National 
Safety Council, Los Angeles, Calif.; 

Josephine County Home Safety Com- 
mittee, Grants Pass, Oregon; 

Kalamazoo City-County Health Depart- 
ment, Kalamazoo, Michigan: 

Louisville Safety Council, Louisville, 
Kentucky: 

Mansfield City-Richland County Health 
Department, Mansfield, Ohio: 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., New 
York, N. Y¥.3 

Minnesota Department of Health, Min- 
neapolis, Minn. ; 

Bureau of Child Health, New York 
City Department of Health; 
Safety Rochester, 


Rochester Council, 


“New York; 


San Antonio Safety Council, San An- 
tonio, Texas; 

San Jose City Health Department, San 
Jose, California; 

School of Public Health, University of 
Michigan, and Washtenaw County Health 
Department, Ann Arbor, Michigan; 

The Women’s Duluth, 
Duluth, Minnesota. 


Institute of 


Certificates of Commendation for off- 
the-job programs were awarded to: 


Electro Metallurgical Co., Union Car- 
bide and Carbon Co., Marietta, Ohio: 


(Continued on page 8) 














By R. P. Hamilton 


Superintendent Safety 
St. Louis-San Francisco Railway Co. 


URING THE LATTER part of 1947 the 

Frisco Railway decided to carry the 
message of safety to the families of our 
employees and to the citizens of the com- 
munities served by our line. We felt that 
the best way to do this would be to conduct 
group safety meetings, inviting the general 
public as well as the families of our em- 
ployees. The first such meeting was held 
at Thayer, Missouri, with an attendance of 
84. Since that time there have been two 
family group meetings held at Thayer and 
the attendance has exceeded 600 at each 
meeting. This clearly demonstrates that the 
families of employees and the public are 
interested in good safety programs. 

At each of the family group meetings an 
overall safety picture is shown. We stress 
accident prevention in the homes and on 
the highways rather than on-the-job safety. 
Local civic leaders and county and _ state 
enforcement officials give active support in 
all communities, both in appearing on the 
program and in urging public attendance. 
In order that the employees can feel it is 
their meeting, entertainment is provided by 
the families of the employees. No meeting 
is allowed to last over two hours. 

We have been holding an average of 58 
general family group meetings over the 
system each year and hope to increase that 
number during 1953. We are firmly con- 
vinced that if you can show the employee 
you are not only interested in his safety, but 
also in the safety of his family, he will be 
more receptive to your safety program. 

We feel that if we are to have a safer 
(America tomorrow, we must start with the 
youth of today. We have, therefore, worked 
closely with the school officials and have 
83 school meetings in various locations on 
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Safety meeting sponsored by the Frisco 
Railway in Springfield, Missouri. 


our system each year. The school officials 
are very receptive to our program and ap- 
preciate what we are trying to do to prevent 
injuries to school children. 


Besides contacting the families and the 
school children, we believe we must have 
the cooperation of the business men. In 
order to do this, the personnel of the safety 
department attend an average of 26 civic 
club meetings each year to present a safety 
program. We feel that if we can get the 
business men interested in safety in the 
community, it will be beneficial to us in our 
overall safety program. 


Each month all of our safety supervisors 
are provided with material issued by the 
National Safety Council. This enables them 
to be in a position to talk about all kinds 
of accidents. The book, Accident Facts, 
issued by the Council is very helpful to 
them in preparing their talks on home and 
off-the-job accidents. 


The management of the Frisco is proud 
of the large increase in attendance each year 
at the family group meetings and was spe- 
cially proud of the attendance at a meeting 
held at Springfield, Missouri, on April 10 
this year; 5,200 were admitted to this meet- 
ing and over 100 were turned away by the 
police and fire marshal. This meeting clear- 
ly demonstrated that if you give the people 
something interesting, they will attend. 


It takes time and hard work to plan a 
meeting of any kind, but, if you expect to 
get the response and cooperation you must 
have to make the meeting a success, it must 
be done. However, after the meeting is over 
you have the feeling that perhaps you have 
helped to prevent an injury and can say to 
yourself “A job well done.” 
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TOP TEN HAZARDS 


By Beatrice O. Jones, M.D. 


Chairman Home Division 
Racine County Safety Council 


Is MAY, 1953, the Racine County Safety 

Council in cooperation with the Chamber 
of Commerce “Clean up-Paint up Week” 
distributed 12,000 home safety check sheets 
covering 33 points, through the public and 
parochial schools in Racine. The objective 
was to encourage home inspection for fire 
and safety hazards and to secure statistical 
information on hazards in Racine homes. 
Except for two questions on television, this 
check sheet was identical to the one used in 
a 1951 survey. 

Five hundred replies were carefully se- 
lected to be analyzed from schools repre- 
senting all economic and social levels. 

It is important to note that the top ten 
hazardous conditions in 1951 remained as 
top ten in 1953 with only slight changes in 
rank and percentage comparison. 

Lack of proper handrails and poor house- 
keeping ranked first and second respectively 


. 
Sidney Nelson 
and Chairman, Fire Prevention Division 
Racine County Safety Council 


in both surveys. The number of injuries 
and deaths reported as due to falls sub- 
stantiated this ranking. Roughly one-fourth 
of homes indicated lack of proper handrails 
and 15 per cent poor housekeeping. 


Four of the top ten hazardous conditions 
are related to causes of home fires. In the 
order of their importance they were: flam- 
mable material in attic or basement, burned 
rubbish unsafely, no annual inspection of 
flues and chimneys, and dry cleaning indoors. 


The purpose of this report is to acquaint 
the public with hazards as they were re- 
ported here in Racine and to point out that 
home accidents, like all accidents, are caused 
by an unsafe condition or an unsafe act. 


The following table shows a comparative 
report on the top ten hazards as reported 
in the 500 selected replies for each year— 
1951 and 1953. 





RANK 
ee ee ee 1 
Poor Housekeeping ............... 2 
Burn Rubbish Unsafely............ 3 
No Annual Insp. of 
Fines & CRMMMCGS. .....0.00000000000% 4 
Carry Loads Too Heavy for Safety. . 5 
No First Aid Kit in Home........ 6 
Flammable Litter in Attic or 
ent ner ee 7 
No Porcelain Socket or Rubber 
Cords in Bathroom................ 8 
Dangerous Litter in Yard.......... 9 
Dry Cleaning Indoors............. 10 


1951 1953 
NO.OF % OF NO. OF % OF 
HOMES HOMES RANK HOMES HOMES 

118 23.6 1 124 24.8 

101 20.2 2 75 15.0 

86 17.2 5 30 10.0 
82 16.4 6 49 9.8 
68 13.6 4 54 10.8 
65 13.0 9 44 8.8 
64 12.8 3 38 11.6 
46 9.2 8 45 9.0 
41 9.2 8 45 9.0 
38 7.6 7 47 9.4 





A. P. H. A. MEETING 


During the annual meeting of the Ameri- 
ean Public Health Association in New York 
City, the following sessions will include 
home safety: 

November 11, Maternal and Child Health 


Section, Home Safety and Accident Preven- 
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tion for Infants and Young Children, Harold 
Jacobziner, M.D. 

November 11, Public Health Education 
and Public Health Nursing Sections, and the 
American School Health Association, Health 
Education with Emphasis on Home Accident 
Prevention, panel discussion (participants to 
be announced). 












Clear trash out of base- 
ment, attic. Store kindling - 


away from furnace. | 
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Courtesy National Board of 


FIRE CAN BE PREVENTED 


a hie 


Fire Underwriters 
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1. Courtesy National Board of Fire Underwriters 


1. Have your entire heating installation checked each year. 
Here serviceman points out a crack in the chimney where 
smoke pipe enters. 
2. Burn leaves, rubbish, in wire mesh baskets or other ap- 
proved container. Don't let your child play around fire. 
3. Kerosene should not be used to start a fire. - 
4. Careless smoking habits cause many fires each year. Don't 
smoke when you feel sleepy and never smoke in bed. 


‘ ion | 
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REPORT FROM KANSAS 


HERE WERE A total of 463 home accident 

deaths in 1950, 470 in 1951 in the state 
of Kansas as reported in the 1952 edition, 
Kansas Accidental Death Report, published 
by the Kansas State Board of Health. The 
type distribution was as follows: 


1950 1951 
I sik Bass races atin Ge Sco 272 253 
Burns, conflagrations 
and explosions ............ 88 94 
Absorption of poisonous gas.. 31 27 
PRN S65 cksnvs coer sans va 16 18 
Poisoning by solids 
WE BINNS onineacsedeac oes 16 14 
Mechanical suffocation ...... 10 17 
Suffocation, foreign object... 8 14 
ee ee 5 10 
i Ae a eae eer 17 23 


Age a Factor 


The report states that age is an important 
factor in the analysis of home accident fatal- 
ities. In the youngest age group burns and 
mechanical suffocation are the important 
causes while the 5-14 year age group is led 
by burns and firearms accidents. The age 
groups from 15-44 years are led by almost 
identical proportions of deaths due to burns 
and those due to absorption of poisonous 
gas. In the age group 45-64 years burns still 
lead with 32 per cent of the total and falls 
rank second with 24 per cent. In the age 
group 65 years and older falls are predom- 
inantly the leading cause accounting for 81 
per cent of the total. 

Ninety-two per cent of the deaths at- 
tributed to home falls occurred to persons 
over 65 years of age. An age breakdown of 
the 65 and over home falls during the two 
years shows that the fatal falls increase in 
number with increase in age: 65-69 years of 
age, 27; 70-74, 52; 75-99, 93; 80-84, 111; 85 
and over, 201. 

Significant is the fact that two-fifths of the 
dwelling falls of known site of accident 
occurred in bedrooms. Simple falls from 
the bed and overbalancing while getting out 
of bed accounted for 48 of the bedroom 
falls. In many instances the acts of rising 
from a bed or chair, dressing, or merely 
walking across the room proved to be major 
hazards to life and limb. 
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Falls outside the home differ from falls 


inside only in the greater proportion of 
falls from high places. Falls from roofs, 
ladders, porches, and other high levels 


caused one-third of the total 109 fatalities 
in this class during the two-year period. For 
the remaining falls the pattern was very 
similar to those occurring inside the home. 
The predominant factors again were slip- 
ping, stumbling, and overbalancing, associ- 
ated with organic disease or the frailty of 
old age. The majority of home falls are 
simply drops to the floor from upright, 
seated or prone positions. 


The largest single cause of deaths from 
explosions was 
“conflagration cause unknown,” 
which claimed 32 lives. Next in importance 
for the two-year period was “clothes ignited 
from stove or heater.” which accounted for 
30 fatal fire accidents. 


conflagrations, and 
of house, 


burns, 


It is also important to note that half of 
the home fire deaths for which the cause of 
the fire was known involved stoves or heat- 
ing plants. Defective or overheated 
are leading factors in death from burns, con- 
flagrations and explosions. 


stoves 


Poison Gas 


Poison gas killed a record number of 31 
persons in 1950 and 27 in 1951. Carbon 
monoxide was the lethal gas in nearly all 
cases in 1950 and again in 1951. During the 
two-year period there were 20 deaths at- 
tributed to use of gas in a poorly ventilated 
room or having the gas appliance turned 
too high. Defective flues, stoves, and fur- 
naces accounted for 20 more deaths while 
the remaining 18 fatalities were attributed 
to other miscellaneous causes. 


Of the two-year total of 49 deaths from 
suffocation, 22 were from aspiration of for- 
eign objects. Only four of the 49 deaths 
were over two years of age. 

Exactly one-half of the 34 deaths from 
firearms accidents in 1950 and 1951 were 
children and youths under 20. 


Poisonings by solids or liquids accounted 
for 30 deaths in the two years, of which 13 
were in the 0-4 age group. 








State Health Department Programs 


Eight state health departments have been 
granted funds from the Kellogg Foundation 
to develop home accident prevention pro- 
grams: California, Georgia, Kansas, Ken- 
tucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, North Car- 
olina, and Oregon. A total of about $700,000 
will be distributed among the eight states 
for three-year programs. 


The Foundation hopes “the demonstration 
projects will provide means by which a 
state health department service can be de- 
veloped to ultimately reduce the number of 
deaths and injuries from home accidents, 
and that it will provide guides for the de- 
velopment of home safety programs in other 
state and local health departments.” 


It is expected that the Public Health 
Service through its regional and Washington 
offices, the National Safety Council, and 
state and local safety councils will be co- 
operating with these states. 


Off-the-Job Survey 


A survey of off-the-job accidents was con- 
ducted by the safety division, Syracuse 
Chamber of Commerce, during a four-month 
period, September through December 1952. 
Thirty-three plants with approximately 28,- 
250 employees were involved in the survey. 


Not all plants reported for the four-month 
period—some three, some two months only. 
The industrial experience of these plants 
was taken for the corresponding months. 
One hundred sixty-six plant accidents, no 
fatalities were recorded against 189 off-the- 
job accidents with three fatalities; one pe- 
destrian killed, one hunter killed, one killed 
in a home explosion. 


Lost time in the plant accidents was not 
counted, but days lost from off-the-job acci- 
dents totalled 2,373. This figure is probably 
low because many reports did not show time 
lost beyond the month of the accident. Lost 
time averaged 1244 days per case. 


Many of the injuries reported had a 
definite relationship to safe industrial praec- 
tices as follows: 
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IN THE NEWS 









30 days lost caught hand jacking up car 

_ 7 fell off ladder fixing roof 

~~ . severed tendon cutting wood 

with power saw 

i standing on window sill to 
fix shade, fell off 

spilled hot cooking grease 
on hand while cooking at 
home 

stepped off plank 

car slipped off jack 
injuring shoulder 

fell off ladder at home 
cracked two ribs 

attempted to swat fly, feet 
slipped from under, fell 
and fractured right wrist 

fell off stepladder and 
fractured right arm 


30 ” ” 


Off-the-job accidents were divided as fol- 
lows: 
91 motor vehicle (only 5 pedestrian ae- 
cidents in the 91 cases) 
70 home 
25. public (of which 8 were recreational) 
3 not known 


189 


Council Granted Charter 


The National Safety Council has been 
granted a federal charter. The bill charter- 
ing the Council was passed by Congress 
August 1 and signed by President Eisen- 
hower August 13. 


The Council is one of the limited number 
of public service organizations to receive 
such governmental recognition, and direc- 
tors, trustees and officers of the Council 
believe it will increase support for a more 
effective national safety program. 


The charter will not, on the other hand, 
change the organizational plan of the Coun- 
cil. Control will remain in the hands of 
the directors and trustees, operating under 
the provisions of the constitution and by- 
laws. No federal appropriations are pro- 
vided, and no changes are made in member- 
ship services and dues arrangements. 
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CHRISTMAS SAFETY 
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HEN SANTA BLOWS into town, you want 
to be prepared for a safe Christmas. 
To obtain the cooperation of your local 
merchants in a Christmas safety project, you 
will probably have to start your planning 
considerably in advance of the Christmas 
season. Perhaps you can persuade local 
merchants to learn the safety pointers on 
toys and the types of toys that are suitable 
for different child age groups. At this time 
cd they can determine the manner in which 
they can best present this information to 
their sales personnel. Some merchants may 
wish to display counter cards or to have a 

window display of safe toys. 

Youth groups, churches, and other or- 
ganizations concerned with child welfare 
will be rehabilitating toys and you can ob- 
tain their cooperation, too, to see that the 
toys are in safe condition. 

Later in the season you can work with 
the retailers of Christmas trees. Have a tag 
printed with suggestions for safe trimming, 
setting, and disposal of the trees and ask 
the merchants to put a tag on each tree 
they sell. Perhaps the fire department will 
wish to cooperate by arranging for a public 
bonfire of old Christmas trees—a project 
which will eliminate burning them around 
the home and will help to get them out of 
the house before they are too dry. 


Holiday parties will be another suitable 
Dal subject to publicize at this time. A _ local 
home furnishings store may arrange a safe 
table setting and decorations for the holiday 
season to display in their model rooms. 
For a meeting you can ask a doctor to 


talk about safe toys, a home economist to 
discuss holiday parties, and a member of 
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A Suggested Program for December 
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the fire department to tell about Christmas 
tree safety. These would also be good sub- 
jects for radio talks during the season. 
Regular spot announcements can be used 
on Christmas trees to remind parents to 
dispose of them promptly. 

Pictures of home owners removing snow 
and ice with suggestions on how to keep 
the walks clear can be published in the 
local papers. 

Youngsters make appealing picture stories 
and a series can be published on safe toys 
showing children playing with them. In 
cooperation with the fire department, the 
newspaper can take a series of photographs 
of a burning Christmas tree showing the 
stage of burning at different periods of time. 
These will have to be taken quickly—per- 
haps with more than one _ photographer 
working on it because a tree goes in a matter 
of a few minutes. Such a series, however, 
would dramatize the quick, hot fire that 
ensues and the short time it takes to pro- 
duce a blazing fire. 

Perhaps some member of your organiza- 
tion can write a skit on holiday safety. The 
subject has an immediate appeal and can 
be developed around one of several themes: 
Christmas tree trimming, parties, Santa 
Claus, family fun and traditions. This would 
be a good project to put on in schools, at 
youth organization or club meetings. 

A homemade puppet show with plastic 
puppets which go over the hand and are 
manipulated through a shadow box has 
audience appeal, especially for children. A 
set of verses or a skit can be written and 
recited to bring out the safety points the 
puppets are exhibiting. 





FILMS 


Safety at 
color, 5 minutes. 
second revised edition. 


slide film in 
Films, Ine., 


Home, 35 mm. 
Curriculm 


The film shows a family making a game 
of finding hazards and takes up such sub- 
falls, burns, bathroom hazards, 
razors, ete. 


jects” as 


Safe as you Make It, 16 mm. sound motion 
black and white, 10 minutes. National Safety 
Council, purchase or rental. 


An off-the-job safety film, it commences 
with a shot of a family at an amusement 
park and points up the fact that they are 
safer there than on the streets or at home. 
The film gives pointers on home and traffic 
safety as well as some on-the-job safety tips. 


The first quarterly supplement of the 
Vational Directory of Safety Films is now 
available free on request. 


Reception for Women 


\ reception for women will be held in 
the ballroom, Blackstone Hotel, Tuesday, 
October 20, from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. Miss 
Marion E. Martin, vice president, NSC, will 
preside. Presentation of the Carol Lane 
Awards will take place at 3:30. Tea will be 
served immediately following the presenta- 
tion ceremony. 


PUBLICATIONS 


When Fire Strikes Home, a 24 page book- 
let, published by the Associated Factory 
Mutual Fire Insurance Companies takes up 
many phases of fire prevention in the home. 
Such subjects as what to do if fire starts, 
eliminating hazards in the cellar, kitchen, 
electrical equipment, the attic, chimney, 
Christmas trees, roofs, garage, yard, summer 
camp or cottage are discussed. Selection of 


fire extinguishers, automatic fire alarms and 
sprinkler systems is also treated. 


For further information write to Associ- 
ated Factory Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
panies, engineering division, 184 High Street, 
Boston 10, Mass. 


4 Letter to Parents, 4 page leaflet, takes 
up safety for young children with an intro- 
ductory letter “from the doctor” to parents. 
It is in checklist form and would be suit- 
able for the pediatrician or doctor to dis- 
tribute to parents of his patients. 

It is published by the Metropolitan Life 


Insurance Company, safety bureau, One 


Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


Merit Awards 


(Continued from page 1) 


Electro Metallurgical Co., Union Carbide 
and Carbon Co., Alloy, W. Va.; 

Electro Metallurgical Co. of Canada, Ltd., 
Union Carbide and Carbon Co., Welland, 
Ontario, Canada; 

North American 
geles, Calif.: 

St. Lawrence Alloys & Metals, Inc., Beau- 
harnois, Quebec, Canada; 


Aviation, Inc., Los An- 


United States Vanadium Co., Union 
Carbide and Carbon Co., Bishop, Calif. 

Certificates of Commendation for com- 
munity type programs were aw arded to: 

Liberty Mutual Fire Insurance Co., Bos- 
ton, Mass.; 

Madison Department of Public Health, 
Madison, Wis.: 

Midland County Safety Committee, Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Midland, Michigan: 

Missoula County Home Safety Committee, 
Missoula, Montana; 

Richland Safety 
Washington. 


Council, Inc., Richland, 
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